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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This report 

 

1.1.1 A Neighbourhood Plan must meet a set of basic conditions.  This includes 

demonstrating that the plan does not breach and is compatible with EU obligations.   

 

1.1.2 The screening report seeks to determine whether the draft Brampton Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan (‘the Plan’) is likely to have significant environmental effects 

and will require a formal strategic environmental assessment (SEA). Secondly, it 

assesses the likelihood of the proposals within the Plan having an adverse impact 

upon a European site through a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).  

 

1.1.3 This SEA and HRA screening document is being undertaken on the draft version 

of the Brampton Neighbourhood Plan (May 2020).  

 

1.1.4 The screening report is structured as follows: 

 

• Section 1.0 outlines the legislative background to SEA and HRA and an 

overview of the Plan 

• Section 2.0 provides screening assessments of the likely significant 

environmental effects of the Plan for SEA and likely significant effects of the 

Plan on a European Site. 

• Section 3.0 provides a conclusion as to whether a formal SEA and/or 

Appropriate Assessment (HRA) is required. 

 

1.1.5 In forming its determinations, a consultation will be undertaken with the three 

statutory consultation bodies designated in the regulations (English Heritage, 

Natural England and Environment Agency) as well as North East Derbyshire 

District Council (NEDDC) and the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) 

on whether a SEA and HRA is required.  

 

1.2 Legislative Background 

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

1.2.1 The need for environmental assessment of Neighbourhood Plans stems from the 

European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (EAPP) 2004, 

or SEA Regulations. 

 

1.2.2 The SEA Directive aims to ensure a high level of protection for the environment 

and to integrate environmental considerations into the preparation of plans.  The 

screening procedure is based on criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the EAPP 

Regulations 2004.  The report assesses the Plan against the criteria, and on that 

basis, sets out whether an SEA is required.  Figure 1 sets out the basic framework 

for establishing whether an SEA will be required. 
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Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

1.2.3  The requirement for Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA) of Neighbourhood 

Plans is set through Schedule 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulations 2012 and European Directive 92/43/EEC (‘Habitats 

Directive’).  These regulations require that the Plan is screened for its potential 

significant effects on European designated Nature Conservation sites (Natura 

2000 sites) alone and in-combination with other plans.  

1.2.4 Following a notable legal judgment1, the process for HRA changed to disregard 

mitigation measures when carrying out an HRA screening. Subsequently, the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (Various Amendments) 

(England and Wales) Regulations 2018, which came into force on 28 December 

2018, amend the basic condition relating to Neighbourhood Plans prescribed in 

Regulation 32 and Schedule 2 (Habitats) of the Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), substituting a new basic condition 

which states: “The making of the neighbourhood development plan does not 

breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2017.” 

1.2.5 Through the updated Regulations, an HRA of a Neighbourhood Plan is allowed to 

progress from HRA screening to an Appropriate Assessment where there is a risk 

of a significant effect on a European site, either individually or in combination with 

other plans or projects. In order for the Neighbourhood Plan to not breach these 

regulations, the HRA must screen out significant effects at either the Screening 

stage or as a result of the Appropriate Assessment. These amendments have 

been taken into consideration in this assessment. 

 

1.3 Planning Context 

 

1.3.1 The Plan, once adopted, will form part of the planning policy framework for the 

Brampton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area.  In accordance with the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012), the Plan will need to be in general 

conformity with the strategic policies contained in the approved development plan 

covering the Parish.  In the case of Brampton, this is the North East Derbyshire 

Local Plan (2014-34) and the Peak District National Park Local Plan.  

 

1.3.2 A HRA of the NEDDC Local Plan 2014 – 2034 was undertaken in 2018 which 

concluded that it was not expected to result in a significant effect on any European 

sites. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 CASE C 323/17 COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION – ‘People over wind’. 
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1.4 The Brampton Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

1.4.1  Designation of the Brampton Neighbourhood Plan Area was approved by NEDDC 

on 22 June 2018 and by the PDNPA on 13 July 2018.  It covers the whole of the 

Parish.  A map showing the Neighbourhood Plan area (and that is subject to the 

SEA screening process) is shown in figure 2. 

1.4.2  Brampton is a small rural parish situated on the fringes of the Peak District National 

Park approximately 2 miles from Chesterfield Town Centre and 9 miles from 

Sheffield City Centre. 

1.4.3 Brampton Parish comprises villages, small hamlets and settlements scattered 

amongst extensive areas of attractive farmland and open countryside.  The high 

scenic value of the Parish is recognised through the inclusion of its western edge 

in the Peak District National Park and the designation of the remaining part as a 

Special Landscape Area in the NEDDC Local Plan. 

1.4.4 The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to provide a set of statutory planning 

policies to guide development within the Parish to 2034 and has been prepared 

by a working party on behalf of the qualifying body, Brampton Parish Council.  

1.4.5 The vision of the Plan is:  

“To sustain and enhance Brampton Parish as a proud, distinctive and thriving 

community and an excellent place to live and visit.  The attractive built and natural 

environment as well as its rural setting will continue to be protected whilst meeting 

the changing needs of the community.” 
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1.4.6 Eleven plan objectives have been identified to work towards meeting the vision:  

O1 Ensure that any new development in the parish, whether it is new housing, 

conversion of existing buildings or other built development requires no intrusion into 

the existing Green Belt, is proportionate to the size of the settlement and designed to 

respect Brampton's intrinsic rural and distinctive character, individuality and setting in 

open countryside. 

O2 Protect and enhance the landscape, biodiversity and ecological corridors 

through considerate design and identification of key landscapes, views and 

countryside features such as woodlands, hedgerows, dry stone walls, ponds and 

streams. 

O3 Retain the qualities of tranquillity and dark skies associated with the area. 

O4 Contribute positively to the environment, by promoting actions that contribute 

to mitigating climate change and reducing our carbon footprint. 

O5 Preserve and enhance Brampton Parish’s historic environment, prioritising 

local distinctiveness in every element of growth and change. 

O6 Promote the safety, health, enjoyment and well-being of residents and visitors 

by seeking measures that address community safety concerns, traffic issues and 

improved walking, cycling and horse riding routes. 

O7 Work with DCC and others to develop sustainable transport options. 

O8 Promote the local economy through support for farming-related rural 

businesses, small-scale eco-tourism and home-based businesses. 

09 Provide an opportunity for the community to meet and engage in activities 

through the facilitation of broader community use of existing facilities.  

010 Support small scale, sustainable tourism enterprises where they do not 

prejudice the special qualities of the Parish. 

O11  Support practical actions to combat climate change. 

1.4.7 In order to move towards the vision, the Plan sets out a number of Parish wide 

policies. These indicate how new development proposals will be assessed in order 

to ensure that any future housing is sustainable and does not have a detrimental 

impact upon the parish. Policies also provide protection for important 

environments and natural assets, including local green spaces, as well as 

supporting the provision of community infrastructure.    
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Figure 1: Application of criteria of the SEA Directive to Plans 
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Figure 2 Brampton Neighbourhood Area 

 

 

 

 
2.0 The Screening Process  
 
2.1 SEA Screening 
 

2.1.1 The process for determining whether or not an SEA is required is called screening.  

The SEA screening is a two stage process: 

  

 Stage 1 considers the Plan generically against the SEA Assessment criteria 

specified in the national guidance (A Practical Guide to the Strategic 

Environmental Assessment; Fig 3). Where it is determined that there is a potential 

for a Neighbourhood Plan to have a significant effect on the environment, it will be 

necessary to progress to Stage 2. 

 

 Stage 2 involves testing the Plan against the criteria set out in the SEA Directive 

Article 3 (5) Annex II, to determine the likely significance of environmental effects. 

2.1.2 Figure 3 provides a generic assessment of the Plan against the SEA Assessment 

criteria. 
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Figure 3: Establishing whether there is a need for a SEA 

Stage  Y/N  Reason  

1. Is the plan or programme subject 

to preparation and/or adoption by a 

national, regional or local authority 

OR prepared by an authority for 

adoption through a legislative 

procedure by Parliament or 

Government? (Art. 2(a))  

Y  

Neighbourhood plans may be prepared 

under the provisions of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990, as amended 

by the Localism Act 2011. They are drawn 

up by a qualifying body, which, in the case 

of Brampton, is the Parish Council. It is 

subject to examination and referendum. If 

the Plan receives 50% or more affirmative 

votes at a referendum, it will be ‘made’ by 

the local planning authority (NEDDC and 

PDNPA)  

2. Is the PP required by legislative, 

regulatory or administrative 

provisions? (Art. 2(a))  N  

The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan 

is optional. Once ‘made’, it will form part of 

the statutory Local Plan for the area and 

should continue to be screened under the 

SEA Directive. 

3. Is the Plan prepared for 

agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 

energy, industry, transport, waste 

management, water management, 

telecommunications, tourism, town 

and country planning or land use, 

AND does it set a framework for 

future development consent of 

projects in Annex I and II to the EIA 

Directive? (Article 3.2 (a) 

Y  

The Plan has been prepared for town and 

country planning and land use and sets out 

a framework for future development in 

Brampton. Once ‘made’, it would form part 

of the statutory development plan and will 

be used when making decisions on 

planning applications that could include 

development that may fall under Annex I 

and II of the EIA directive. 

4. Will the Plan, in view of its likely 

effects on sites, require an 

assessment for future development 

under Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats 

Directive? (Article 3.2(b))  

? 

The Plan does not allocate sites for 

housing or other forms of development, but 

instead provides further local criteria for 

proposals to meet in support of existing 

and emerging local planning policies. It is 

unlikely therefore that the Plan will have a 

significant adverse effect upon any 

European (Natura 2000) site. 

However, given that two European Sites 

(Peak District Moors (South Pennine 

Moors Phase 1 SPA and South Pennine  
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Stage  Y/N  Reason  

 

 

Moors SAC) sit within the western portion 

of the Neighbourhood Area, a separate 

HRA screening assessment will ascertain 

whether an Appropriate Assessment is 

required under the Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, 

which relate to Articles 6 (3) and (4) of the 

Habitats Directives.      

See Section 6 for HRA Screening. 

5. Does the Plan determine the use 

of small areas at local level OR is it 

a minor modification of a PP subject 

to Article 3.2? (Article 3.3)  

Y  

The draft Plan policies seek to shape 

development at the local level in a way that 

protects the important characteristics and 

attributes of the area. 

Once ‘made’ the Plan would form part of 

the statutory development plan and be 

used by NEDDC and PDNPA when 

determining planning applications at the 

local level.  However, the Plan reflects the 

broader strategic planning framework laid 

out in the adopted and emerging statutory 

development plans. 

6. Does the Plan set the framework 

for future development consent of 

projects (not just projects in 

annexes to the EIA Directive)? 

Article 3.4) 

Y 

A Neighbourhood Plan once ‘made’ forms 

part of the statutory development plan and 

will be used to assess planning 

applications and other planning decisions 

within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. 

Therefore, it sets the framework for future 

developments at a local level. 

7. Is the Plan’s sole purpose to 

serve the national defence or civil 

emergency, OR is it a financial or 

budget PP, OR is it co-financed by 

structural funds or EAGGF 

programmes 2000 to 2006/7? 

(Article 3.8, 3.9)  

N  

The Plan does not have a sole purpose that 

falls within any of these categories. 
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Stage  Y/N  Reason  

8. Is it likely to have a significant 

effect on the environment? (Article 

3.5)  

N 

A Neighbourhood Plan could potentially 

have an effect on the environment.   

However, whether this is significant 

depends on the proposals in the Plan.    

The focus of the Plan is to shape 

development to meet local needs and 

support sustainable development, so that 

any adverse impacts on the local 

environment are minimised.   

The Plan policies seek to protect and 

enhance the natural and built environment. 

It seeks, for example, to protect and 

enhance biodiversity and identifies Local 

Green Spaces for protection.  

As the Plan, does not allocate sites for 

housing or other forms of development; 

does not amend or introduce Limits to 

Development and has proposed a suite of 

policies that promote good quality design 

including regard to local character, it is 

considered that it is likely to have a positive 

impact on the environment. 

Any potential environmental effects of the 

Plan will be determined through stage 2 of 

this screening assessment. (see figure 4). 

 

2.1.3 The results of the preceding assessment indicate that, depending upon the content 

of a Neighbourhood Plan, a Strategic Environmental Assessment may be 

required.   

2.1.4 Question 8 in figure 3 refers to whether the Plan would have a significant effect on 

the environment.  The proposals within the Plan will thus be assessed against the 

criteria from Annex II of the SEA Directive and Schedule 1 of the Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004)  
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Figure 4: Brampton Neighbourhood Plan and the SEA Directive 

Criteria Assessment 

(1) The characteristics of the plans, having regard to: 

(a) the degree to which the plan 

sets a framework for projects 

and other activities, either with 

regard to the location, nature, 

size and operating conditions 

or by allocating resources;  

The Plan, if made, would form part of the statutory 

development plan.  It would set a local policy framework 

for development proposals which are local in nature 

and which the community and stakeholders consider 

are important to the sustainable development of the 

Parish and on which the Plan can have the greatest 

impact.   

The Plan sets local criteria by which development 

proposals coming primarily through the Local Plan, 

should be assessed.  It will have a positive influence for 

the natural and historic environment of the parish by 

highlighting those assets that should be protected from 

any future development and the quality of development 

expected. 

The Plan sits within a wider strategic framework set by 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and 

existing District and National Park planning policies.  It 

is considered that the draft Plan is in general conformity 

with strategic policies contained in these national and 

local planning policies. 

(b) the degree to which the plan 

influences other plans and 

programmes including those in 

a hierarchy; 

The Plan sits in the lower tier of the planning policy 

hierarchy and must be in general conformity with 

approved NEDDC and PDNPA local planning policies 

and have regard to the NPPF. It, therefore, supports the 

implementation of higher tier policies at the 

neighbourhood level and, as such, is not considered 

likely to have a significant influence on other plans and 

programmes. 

(c) the relevance of the plan for 

the integration of 

environmental considerations, 

in particular with a view to 

promoting sustainable 

development; 

The Neighbourhood Plan, as advocated by the NPPF, 
is underpinned by the principles of sustainable 
development. 

The Plan’s Vision is to protect the built and natural 

environment as well as its rural setting. The objectives 

that underpin this vision and guide the Plan’s policies 

strive to ensure development has regard to local 

character, protects and enhances the landscape and 

biodiversity, preserves the historic environment and 
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Criteria Assessment 

promotes actions that contribute to mitigating climate 

change and reducing the carbon footprint.  

The following Plan policies in particular contribute to 

sustainable development at the local level: 

Policies B1 and B3 – seek to protect open spaces 

important to the area’s character, beauty, tranquillity, 

wildlife and/or recreational value through support for 

the continued designation of the Green Belt and 

protection of Local Green Spaces.  

Policies B4, B5 and B6 - seek to protect and where 

possible provide net gains in biodiversity through 

recognition of locally important habitats and wildlife, 

promotion of dark skies and retention of existing trees 

and hedgerows. 

Policies B7, B8 and B9 – seek to create a sustainable, 

inclusive and mixed community by providing choice that 

reflects local need, including affordable housing. 

Policies B10 and B12 – aim to protect local character 

including heritage assets identified as being important 

to the community so that they may be continued to be 

interpreted and enjoyed by future generations. 

Policy B11 – seeks to ensure development is of good 

quality and designed to reinforce the distinctive 

character of the area.  Good design is advocated in the 

NPPF as a key aspect of sustainable development. 

Policies B14 and B15 – seek to support a sustainable 

community that is both healthy and inclusive through 

the protection and enhancement of important 

community facilities. 

Policy B18 – seeks to ensure the protection and 

expansion of footpaths and cycleways, promoting 

sustainable transport and healthy communities. 

Policy B18 – supports Ultra-Low Emissions Vehicles 

through the incorporation of vehicle and e-bike 
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Criteria Assessment 

charging points in new commercial and community 

facilities.  

(d) environmental problems 

relevant to the plan; and 

The Plan will not introduce any environmental 

problems, rather it will seek to address environmental 

issues in the Plan Area.  Potential environmental issues 

that the Plan seeks to address include 

• undesignated locally important species and 

habitats; 

• proximity to European Sites; 

• potential impact of light spillage on susceptible 

wildlife within and beyond the Parish 

• loss of trees and hedgerows 

• the erosion of the Green Belt 

• climate change 

The Plan contains measures to address environmental 

problems.  These are notably in relation to protecting 

and enhancing local biodiversity, Local Green Spaces, 

protecting night skies as well as conserving heritage 

assets. 

(e) the relevance of the plan for 

the implementation of 

Community legislation on the 

environment (e.g. plans linked 

to waste-management or 

water protection). 

The Plan must be in general conformity with higher-

level plans that comprise the NEDDC Local Plan, Peak 

District National Park Local Plan.  These Local Plans 

have been developed with regard to European 

Community legislation on the environment. 

Consequently, the policies of the Plan are not 

considered to be relevant to the implementation of EC 

legislation. 

(2) Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, 

in particular, to: 

(a) the probability, duration, 

frequency and reversibility of 

the effects; 

The Plan relates to specific, small scale issues 

ensuring that any development coming forward through 

the Local Plan will deliver the maximum local benefits.  

It addresses specific local development management 

issues, complementing the higher-level strategic policy 

framework already established through the adopted 

Local Plans, emerging Local Plan and national policies 

(NPPF). 
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Criteria Assessment 

 The Plan policies are generally designed to minimise 

the environmental effects of any new development and 

to promote sustainable development. 

Given that the Plan; does not allocate sites for housing 

or other development and has proposed a suite of 

policies to protect and where possible enhance the built 

and natural environment, the probability of adverse 

environmental effects is highly unlikely.  Overall, it is 

considered through the application of its policies, the 

Plan is likely to have positive environmental effects. 

In particular, the Plan: 

• given its policies for the protection of Local Green 

Spaces, dark skies, trees and hedgerows and 

locally important habitats and wildlife is likely to 

have a positive effect on biodiversity  

• Two European sites lie within the Plan area.  Given 

the qualifying features of these sites and the 

contents of the Plan, there are no likely significant 

effects. 

• sets out policies to protect local amenity value and 

heritage and thus likely to have a long term positive 

effect on the built environment. 

 

The duration of the positive effects outlined above are 

likely to be long term.  However, due to the small scale 

and nature of the issues considered in the Plan, it is 

considered any effects will be low in frequency and 

reversible. 

(a) the cumulative nature of the 

effects; 

The effects of the Plan need to be considered alongside 

the NEDDC and PDNPA adopted plans and emerging 

NEDDC Local Plan. The Plan is required to be in 

general conformity with the adopted Local Plan.  The 

Plan does not propose more development than the 

emerging Local Plan for the area. 

 

The cumulative effects of proposals within the Plan 

are unlikely to be significant on the local environment.   

Any cumulative impacts are likely to be beneficial. 
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Criteria Assessment 

(c) the transboundary nature of the 

effects; 

The Plan establishes locally distinct development 

management policies for Brampton Parish and thus the 

majority of effects will be localised to the Parish. 

 

The exception to this is policies aimed at reducing 

carbon emissions and protecting the biodiversity 

network, which is likely to have a positive impact 

beyond the Parish. 

(d) the risks to human health or 

the environment (e.g. due to 

accidents); 

No significant risks to human health or the environment 

have been identified.   The Plan seeks to create the 

conditions to improve human health by reducing 

emissions, providing opportunities for recreation, 

socialising, active transport and facilitating mixed, 

inclusive and connected communities. 

(e) the magnitude and spatial 

extent of the effects 

(geographical area and size 

of the population likely to be 

affected); 

The Plan is concerned with development within 

Brampton Parish, which has a population of 1,201 

(2011 Census) and covers an area of 2,103 hectares 

(2011 Census).  

The potential for environmental impacts is likely to be 

minimal and limited to the Plan area.  The exceptions 

to these are the policies seeking to address climate 

change and protection of night skies which has the 

potential to contribute positively to the broader 

environmental network, including the qualifying 

features of the designated sites. 

(f) the value and vulnerability of 

the area likely to be affected 

due to: 

(i) special natural characteristics 

or cultural heritage; 

(ii) exceed environmental quality 

standards or limit values; 

(iii) intensive land use; and  

Brampton has important natural characteristics and 

cultural heritage.   

The Plan area has a rich historical environment with 

many fine buildings, notably its wealth of ancient halls 

and historic landscape patterns.  There are 47 

nationally designated heritage assets, comprising 42 

Listed Buildings and 5 Scheduled Monuments. 

The Plan recognises the vulnerability and value 

attached to heritage assets by the community and their 

desire to protect them.  The Plan, through Policy B11 

identifies a schedule of heritage assets that are 

considered to have a significant local heritage interest.  

Furthermore, the Parish Council in partnership with 

NEDDC and Historic England will pursue character 

appraisals for Cutthorpe, Old Brampton, Prathall and 

Wadshelf Conservation Areas. 
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Criteria Assessment 

 The Plan area includes 47 Listed Buildings. 

Development presents the potential for effects upon 

heritage assets and their settings in the Plan area.  

However, no development is proposed, and the 

approach to managing effects on heritage is positive.  

In addition to highlighting the designated heritage 

assets, the Plan identifies several buildings and sites of 

local heritage interest for protection (Policy B11). 

Brampton encompasses several nationally and locally 

designated nature conservation area.  The Plan seeks 

to conserve, restore and enhance these important 

habitats and wildlife by supporting development that 

incorporates biodiversity and encourages proposals 

that implement measures to enhance nature 

conservation. 

The Plan will not create conditions for intensive land-

use. Development likely to have a detrimental effect on 

identified cultural and natural assets will not be 

supported. 

(g)  the effects on areas or 

landscapes which have a 

recognised national, 

Community or international 

protection status. 

The importance of Brampton’s landscape has been 

recognised by national and local planning policies with 

the countryside variously designated as Green Belt, 

National Park and an Area of Multiple Environmental 

Sensitivity. 

The distinctive landscape character of the area is 

vulnerable to inappropriately located or unsympathetic 

designed development, loss of traditional farm 

buildings and encroachment from development.   

The Plan seeks to address these vulnerabilities through 

support and advocation of the landscape policies 

identified in the existing and emerging local plans, 

continued designation of the Green Belt and National 

Park and identification of Local Green Spaces. 

As no development is proposed as part of the Plan, 

direct effects are unlikely to occur. However, given the 

protective nature of the policies concerning the 

landscape, including support for the Green Belt and 

National Plan, the Plan is expected to have positive 

effects. 
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2.2 SEA Screening Conclusion 

2.2.1 This screening report has explored the potential effects of the Plan with a view to 

determining the likely requirement for an environmental assessment under the 

SEA Directive.  Based on the SEA Screening Assessment set out in figure 3 

above, it is concluded that there are unlikely to be significant environmental 

effects.   

2.2.2 The Plan is a lower tier plan in the hierarchy of planning documents for the area 

and therefore has limited influence on other plans or programmes. 

2.2.3 The Plan does not allocate any development sites; but instead provides criteria-

based policies to help guide development that might come forward under the 

policies set out in local planning policies.  The criteria set out for development in 

the Plan are likely to prove beneficial in terms of mitigating against possible 

impacts of the emerging Local Plan policies. 

2.2.4 The Plan area does contain potentially sensitive areas and assets including listed 

buildings, conservation areas and nationally and locally designated environmental 

sites.  However, no development is proposed that is likely to have any significant 

effect on any special areas.   

2.2.2 Having taken all the policies in the Plan into account, in accordance with the topics 

cited in Annex 1(f) of the SEA directive, this screening opinion has concluded that 

a full SEA is not required. 
 

2.3 HRA Screening  

2.3.1 Alongside the SEA screening process there is a need to assess whether the Plan 

would have an adverse impact upon internationally designated wildlife sites, as 

required by the European Habitats Directive (as amended).   

 

2.3.2 The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the assessment required 

for any plan or project to assess the potential impacts against the conservation 

objectives of Natura 2000 wildlife sites. The assessment must determine whether 

the plans would adversely affect, or are likely to affect, the integrity of a site(s) in 

terms of its nature conservation objectives. Where negative effects are identified 

other options should be examined to avoid any potential damaging effects. 

 

2.3.3 The HRA process is generally divided into three stages. The initial stage of the 

HRA process is called the screening stage and determines if there are any likely 

significant effects or risk of significant effects possible as a result of the 

implementation of the Plan. If there are significant effects the Plan will need to 

undertake an Appropriate Assessment. The screening process should provide a 

description of the Plan and an identification of the Natura 2000 sites which may be 
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affected by the Plan and assess the significance of any possible effects on the 

identified sites. 

 

2.3.4 There is no pre-defined guidance that dictates the physical scope of a HRA of a 

Neighbourhood Plan. Therefore, in considering the physical scope of the 

assessment, we were guided primarily by the identified impact pathways rather 

than by arbitrary ‘zones’. This study, therefore, considers potential effects on all 

European sites within 15km of the Neighbourhood Plan area boundary plus any 

sites linked to the area through a known ‘pathway.’ 

 

2.3.5 The following European designated sites have been identified for consideration 

within the assessment: 

 

Site name Designation Distance 

Peak District Moors (South 

Pennine Moors Phase 1) 

SPA An area of approximately 3km² 

of the SPA and SAC 

designations lie within the 

western portion of the Parish. 

South Pennine Moors  SAC 

 

 

2.3.6 Figure 5 outlines the qualifying features of the identified European Sites, their 

conservation objectives and vulnerabilities.  Figure 5 is the screening assessment 

of the policies within the Plan and their potential effect on the ‘qualifying features’ 

and vulnerabilities of each European Designated Site. 
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Figure 5: European Designated Sites 

 

Name of Site Qualifying Features Conservation Objectives Site Vulnerability 

South Pennine 

Moors SAC 

Presence of European dry heath, 

blanket bog, old sessile oak woods and 

IIex and Blechnum, northern Atlantic 

wet heaths with Erica tetralix and 

transition mires and quaking bogs. 

• To maintain the current extent of 

blanket bog habitats.  

• For there to be no loss of ancient 

semi natural woodland stands.  

• To maintain the current extent of dry 

heath habitats.  

• To maintain the current extent of wet 

heath habitats. 

• Recreational pressure resulting in physical damage 
to habitats, trampling, erosion, fragmentation and 
accidental fires.  

• Overgrazing by sheep can result in direct damage 
to vegetation and burning as a tool for grouse moor 
management can cause habitat damage.  

• Heathland and blanket bog are vulnerable to 
changes in hydrological conditions such as 
agricultural drainage causing changes in the water 
table.  

• Nitrogen enrichment from air pollution can lead to 
changes in the vegetation while the application of 
fertilisers and pesticides can also potentially 
damage habitats. 

Peak District 

Moors (South 

Pennine Moors 

Phase 1) SPA 

Regularly supports breeding 

populations of short eared owl Asio 

flammeus, merlin Falco columbarius 

and golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 

To maintain the mosaic of upland 

habitats including acid grassland, bog, 

bracken, heathlands, fen, rivers and 

streams. The extent of these habitats 

should be maintained unless loss is as a 

result of restoration to another notified 

habitat type 

• Habitat Loss Breeding bird species are susceptible 

to habitat loss and degradation. This could be 

caused by many factors including recreational 

pressure, overgrazing, poor management and 

hydrological changes.  

• Agricultural intensification around the edge of the 

moors can result in a reduction in feeding habitat for 

birds.  

• Increased visitor numbers also have the potential to 

lead to a rise in nesting failures though disturbance 

during the breeding period 
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2.4 HRA Screening of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

2.4.1 The next step of the screening is to assess the extent to which the Plan could have significant effect on the European Designated 

Sites identified in figure 4 and in particular the ‘qualifying features’ and ‘vulnerabilities.’  All proposed policies and site allocations 

included within the Plan are appraised figure 5 below. 

 

Key to screening Assessment 

 

No likely significant effect (NLSE) on the site’s qualifying features 

Likely significant effect (LSE) on site’s qualifying features 

Uncertain whether it is NSLE or LSE 

 

Figure 6: Assessment of Likely Environmental Impacts on European Sites 
 

Policy Policy description HRA implications 

Policy B1 Green Belt and 

the National Park 

Supports the continued designation of the countryside 

surrounding the villages of Old Brampton and Cutthorpe 

as Green Belt.  Further that there will be a strong 

presumption against development within the Green Belt 

and National Park that would conflict with their purposes 

or adversely affect its open character. 

This is a development management policy relating to the 

ongoing retention of the Green Belt and National Plan 

designations.  The policy is likely to have a neutral/positive 

impact. 

Policy B2 Respecting 

and Enhancing 

Distinctive Views 

Identifies distinctive views for protection  This is a development management policy relating to the 

protection views that make a significant contribution to local 

character, distinctiveness and a sense of place. 

Policy B3 Local Green 

Spaces 

Designates important Local Green Spaces. This is a positive development management policy relating to 

the retention of important local green spaces.  This is likely to 

have a positive effect within and potentially beyond the Plan 

area where it forms part of a broader green infrastructure 

network. 
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Policy Policy description HRA implications 

Policy B4 Nature 

Conservation and  

Biodiversity  

Seeks to protect and provide net gains in biodiversity by 

ensuring development conserve, enhance and 

incorporate biodiversity in and around them 

This is a positive development management policy relating to 

the protection and enhancement of biodiversity.  Any impacts 

on the qualifying features of designated sites are likely to be 

positive. 

Policy B5 Dark Skies Seeks to minimise light pollution through the 

management of external lighting. 

This is a development management policy that could 

potentially have a positive effect on the European Protected 

Sites and in particular, the Peak District Moors (South Pennine 

Moors Phase 1) SPA, which supports breeding populations of 

birds. The Parish forms part of a band to the east of the Peak 

National Park which exhibits some of the darkest skies in 

Derbyshire. Dark skies are important for wildlife and in 

particular nocturnal species. 

Policy B6 Noisy Sports Seeks to manage the impact of noisy sports on the local 

community and wildlife including through management 

and mitigation measures. 

A land use management policy, with the potential to have a 

positive impact on the qualifying features of the designated 

sites through minimisation of direct impacts of noisy sports on 

areas of ecological importance. 

Policy B7 Housing Mix Supports housing development proposals that provide 

for the existing and future needs of the Parish. 

This is a development management policy relating to housing 

mix.  It does not identify a location or quantum of development. 

 

Policy B8 Affordable 

Housing 

Supports affordable housing in compliance with NEDDC 

and PDNPA planning policies. 

This is a development management policy relating to the 

provision of affordable housing as part of a development 

proposal.  It does not identify a location or quantum of 

development. 

Policy B9 Rural 

Exception Sites for 

Affordable Housing  

Supports development proposals for the provision of 

affordable housing on small exception sites, subject to 

meeting certain criteria. 

This development management policy seeks to further shape 

the circumstances in which a rural exception site (policy 

proposed in the emerging NEDDC Local Plan) would be 

acceptable.  It does not identify a location or quantum of 

development. 
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Policy Policy description HRA implications 

Policy B10 Brampton 

Parish Character 

buildings and structures 

of local heritage interest 

Identifies and seeks to conserve and enhance the site 

and setting of assets of local heritage interest. 

This is a development management policy relating to local 

heritage buildings and structures. 

Policy B11 Promoting 

and Ensuring Good 

Design 

Seeks to ensure that all development proposals are of 

good quality and designed with regards to local 

character. 

This is a development management policy relating to good 

design. 

Policy B12 Conserving 

and Enhancing Dry 

Stone Walls 

Seeks to retain dry stone walls within developments. This is a development management policy relating to the 

retention of the network of dry stone walls. 

Policy B13 Protection 

and enhancement of 

important community 

facilities 

Supports the retention and where appropriate, provision 

of new or improved community facilities subject to 

addressing local need, amenity, environmental and 

transport considerations. 

This is a development management policy relating to existing 

and new and enhanced community facilities.  It does not 

identify the location or extent of development. 

Policy B14 Assets of 

Community Value 

Supports listing and protection of Assets of Community 

Value. 

This is a development management policy relating to existing 

community facilities.  It does not identify any type, location or 

extent of development. 

Policy B15 Broadband 

and other 

Telecommunications 

Provision 

Encourages enhanced broadband telecommunications 

infrastructure where sympathetically located. 

This is a development management policy relating to the 

enhancement of broadband infrastructure.  It does not identify 

a location or quantum of development. 

Policy B16 Highway and 

Pedestrian Safety 

Requires development proposals to demonstrate that 

they will not adversely affect vehicular or pedestrian 

safety and not result in severe adverse cumulative traffic 

impacts. 

 

This is a development management policy relating to traffic.  

Highlighting traffic as an issue for development proposals to 

address through the Plan is unlikely to affect the qualifying 

features of designated sites. 
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Policy Policy description HRA implications 

Policy B17 Footpaths, 

Cycle Paths and 

Bridleways 

Supports the protection, improvement and expansion of 

the existing network of footpaths, cycle paths and 

bridleways. 

This is a positive development management policy relating to 

the incorporation of improvements to the network of footpaths 

and cycleways.  These sustainable forms of transport can help 

reduce atmospheric pollution and greenhouse gases which will 

have positive effects for the Plan area and potentially qualifying 

features of designated sites. 

Policy B18 Ultra-Low 

Emissions Vehicle 

Infrastructure 

Seeks to support Ultra-Low Emissions Vehicles through 

the requirement for new developments to integrate 

capability within its electrical infrastructure for future 

Ultra-Low Emission Vehicle charging opportunities. 

This is a positive development management strategy relating 

to the future provision of Ultra-Low Emission Vehicle charging 

opportunities with positive outcomes for air pollution and 

climate change. 
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2.5 In combination effects 

 

2.5.1 It is necessary to understand whether the Plan is likely to have significant effects 

in-combination with other relevant plan or programmes. 

 

2.5.2 The adopted Local Plan applying to the area are the North East Derbyshire Local 

Plan and to a lesser extent the Peak District National Park Local Plans. 

 

2.5.3 The NEDDC Local Plan (2014-2034) set out the policies and site allocations to 

meet the district’s needs over the 20 year period. It identifies Cutthorpe, Wadshelf 

and Old Brampton as a Level 3 Settlements with limited sustainability and does 

not allocate housing. It applies restrictive policies to rural areas outside the defined 

Settlement Development Limits.  New build development in the countryside is 

limited to proposals that can be shown to be necessary for the operation of a rural 

based activity and where a countryside location is essential. 

 

2.5.4 A HRA assessment on the emerging NEDDC Local Plan was undertaken in 2018 

which concluded that it was not expected to result in a significant effect on any 

European sites. 

 

2.5.5 Within that part of the Parish within the Peak District National Park there are 

additional and strict planning controls over the type of development which can take 

place within it.  These act as a major constraint on new development within it.   

 

2.5.6 The Plan does not identify development beyond that which has been outlined in 

the two Local Plans. The Plan provides criteria-based policies to help guide 

development that comes forward through these Local Plans. 

 

2.5. It is concluded that there are not likely to be that significant effects to the European 

designated sites as a result of in combination effects between the Local Plans and 

Neighbourhood Plan at this stage. 

 

2.6 HRA Screening Conclusion 

 

2.6.1 There are two European sites within the boundaries of the Plan area. Vulnerability 

of these sites include water pollution, air pollution, hydrological changes and 

recreational pressure. 

 

2.6.2 It is not considered that the implementation of the Plan, by virtue of its scope will 

result in any likely significant effects upon qualifying features of any of the sites 

identified. 

 

2.6.3 The report also identifies that there are no ‘in combination’ effects as a result of 

this Plan.  The intent of the Plan is to ensure that development proposed through 

the NEDDC Local Plan protects the natural and built assets. The Plan is therefore 
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unlikely to exacerbate vulnerabilities of the European sites through pollution, 

visitor disturbance and recreation.    

  

3.0 Conclusion  

 

3.1 The SEA screening finds that no significant effects are likely as a result of the 

implementation of the Plan. On this basis, a full SEA will not be required to be 

undertaken. 

 

3.2 The HRA screening finds that no significant adverse effects are likely as the result 

of the implementation of the Plan. It is not necessary to undertake an Appropriate 

Assessment, as part of the Brampton Parish Neighbourhood Plan preparation. 
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Appendix A: Annex I Projects 

 

1. Crude-oil refineries (excluding undertakings manufacturing only lubricants from crude oil) 

and installations for the gasification and liquefaction of 500 tonnes or more of coal or 

bituminous shale per day. 

2.  Thermal power stations and other combustion installations with a heat output of 300 

megawatts or more, and nuclear power stations and other nuclear reactors (except 

research installations for the production and conversion of fissionable and fertile materials, 

whose maximum power does not exceed 1 kilowatt continuous thermal load). 

3.  (a) Installations for the reprocessing of irradiated nuclear fuel 

(b) Installations designed:- 

• for the production or enrichment of nuclear fuel, 

• for the processing of irradiated nuclear fuel or high-level radioactive waste, 

• for the final disposal of irradiated nuclear fuel, 

• solely for the final disposal of radioactive waste, 

• solely for the storage (planned for more than 10 years) of irradiated nuclear 

fuels or 

• radioactive waste in a different site than the production site. 

4.  (a) Integrated works for the initial smelting of cast-iron and steel 

(b) Installations for the production of non-ferrous crude metals from ore, concentrates or 

secondary raw materials by metallurgical, chemical or electrolytic processes. 

5.  Installations for the extraction of asbestos and for the processing and transformation of 

asbestos and products containing asbestos: for asbestos-cement products, with an annual 

production of more than 20 000 tonnes of finished products, for friction material, with an 

annual production of more than 50 tonnes of finished products, and for other uses of 

asbestos, utilization of more than 200 tonnes per year. 

6.  Integrated chemical installations, i.e. those installations for the manufacture on an 

industrial scale of substances using chemical conversion processes, in which several 

units are juxtaposed and are functionally linked to one another and which are: 

i) for the production of basic organic chemicals; 

ii) for the production of basic inorganic chemicals; 

iii) for the production of phosphorous-, nitrogen- or potassium-based fertilizers (simple 

or compound fertilizers); 

iv) for the production of basic plant health products and of biocides; 

v) for the production of basic pharmaceutical products using a chemical or biological 

process; 

vi) for the production of explosives. 

7.  (a) Construction of lines for long-distance railway traffic and of airports with a basic 

runway length of 2,100 m or more;  

(b) Construction of motorways and express roads  

(c) Construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or realignment and/or widening of an 

existing road of two lanes or less so as to provide four or more lanes, where such new 

road, or realigned and/or widened section of road would be 10 km or more in a 

continuous length. 

8.  (a) Inland waterways and ports for inland-waterway traffic which permit the passage of 

vessels of over 1 350 tonnes; 
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(b) Trading ports, piers for loading and unloading connected to land and outside ports 

(excluding ferry piers) which can take vessels of over 1 350 tonnes.  

9. Waste disposal installations for the incineration, chemical treatment as defined in Annex IIA 

to Directive 75/442/EEC (3) under heading D9, or landfill of hazardous waste (i.e. waste to 

which Directive 91/689/EEC (4) applies). 

10.  Waste disposal installations for the incineration or chemical treatment as defined in Annex 

IIA to Directive 75/442/EEC under heading D9 of non-hazardous waste with a capacity 

exceeding 100 tonnes per day. 

11.  Groundwater abstraction or artificial groundwater recharge schemes where the annual 

volume of water abstracted or recharged is equivalent to or exceeds 10 million cubic 

metres. 

12.  (a) Works for the transfer of water resources between river basins where this transfer aims 

at preventing possible shortages of water and where the amount of water transferred 

exceeds 100 million cubic metres/year; 

(b) In all other cases, works for the transfer of water resources between river basins where 

the multi-annual average flow of the basin of abstraction exceeds 2 000 million cubic 

metres/year and where the amount of water transferred exceeds 5 % of this flow. 

In both cases transfers of piped drinking water are excluded. 

13. Wastewater treatment plants with a capacity exceeding 150 000 population equivalent as 

defined                     in Article 2 point (6) of Directive 91/271/EEC (5). 

14. Extraction of petroleum and natural gas for commercial purposes where the amount 

extracted exceeds 500 tonnes/day in the case of petroleum and 500 000 m3/day in the 

case of gas. 

15. Dams and other installations designed for the holding back or permanent storage of 

water, where a new or additional amount of water held back or stored exceeds 10 

million cubic metres. 

16. Pipelines for the transport of gas, oil or chemicals with a diameter of more than 800 mm 

and a length of more than 40 km. 

17. Installations for the intensive rearing of poultry or pigs with more than: 

(a) 85 000 places for broilers, 60 000 places for hens; 

(b) 3 000 places for production pigs (over 30 kg); or 

(c) 900 places for sows. 

18. Industrial plants for the  

(a) production of pulp from timber or similar fibrous materials; 

(b) production of paper and board with a production capacity exceeding 200 tonnes per 

day. 

19. Quarries and open-cast mining where the surface of the site exceeds 25 hectares, or 

peat extraction, where the surface of the site exceeds 150 hectares. 

20. Construction of overhead electrical power lines with a voltage of 220 kV or more and a 

length of more than 15 km. 

21. Installations for storage of petroleum, petrochemical, or chemical products with a 

capacity of 200,000 tonnes or more. 
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Annex II Projects 

 

1. Agriculture, silviculture and aquaculture 

(a) Projects for the restructuring of rural land holdings; 

(b) Projects for the use of uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for intensive agricultural 

purposes; 

(c) Water management projects for agriculture, including irrigation and land drainage 

projects; 

(d) Initial afforestation and deforestation for the purposes of conversion to another type of 

land use; 

(e) Intensive livestock installations (projects not included in Annex I); 

(f)  Intensive fish farming; 

(g) Reclamation of land from the sea. 

 

2. Extractive industry 

(a) Quarries, open-cast mining and peat extraction (projects not included in Annex I); 

(b) Underground mining; 

(c) Extraction of minerals by marine or fluvial dredging; 

(d) Deep drillings, in particular: 

• geothermal drilling, 

• drilling for the storage of nuclear waste material, 

• drilling for water supplies; 

(e) Surface industrial installations for the extraction of coal, petroleum, natural gas and 

ores, as well as bituminous shale. 

 

3. Energy industry 

(a) Industrial installations for the production of electricity, steam and hot water (projects 

not included in Annex I); 

(b) Industrial installations for carrying gas, steam and hot water; transmission of electrical 

energy by overhead cables (projects not included in Annex I); 

(c) Surface storage of natural gas; 

(d) Underground storage of combustible gases; 

(e) Surface storage of fossil fuels; 

(f) Industrial briquetting of coal and lignite; 

(g) Installations for the processing and storage of radioactive waste (unless included in 

Annex I); 

(h) Installations for hydroelectric energy production; 

(i) Installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms). 

 

4. Production and processing of metals 

(a) Installations for the production of pig iron or steel (primary or secondary fusion) 

including continuous casting; 

(b) Installations for the processing of ferrous metals: 

(i) hot-rolling mills; 

(ii) smithies with hammers; 

(iii) application of protective fused metal coats; 



 
 

29 
 

(c) Ferrous metal foundries; 

(d) Installations for the smelting, including the alloyage, of non-ferrous metals, excluding 

precious metals, including recovered products (refining, foundry casting, etc.); 

(e) Installations for surface treatment of metals and plastic materials using an electrolytic 

or chemical process; 

(f) Manufacture and assembly of motor vehicles and manufacture of motor-vehicle 

engines; 

(g) Shipyards; 

(h) Installations for the construction and repair of aircraft; 

(i) Manufacture of railway equipment; 

(j) Swaging by explosives; 

(k) Installations for the roasting and sintering of metallic ores. 

 

5. Mineral industry 

(a) Coke ovens (dry coal distillation); 

(b) Installations for the manufacture of cement; 

(c) Installations for the production of asbestos and the manufacture of asbestos-products 

(projects not included in Annex I); 

(d) Installations for the manufacture of glass including glass fibre; 

(e) Installations for smelting mineral substances including the production of mineral fibres; 

(f) Manufacture of ceramic products by burning, in particular roofing tiles, bricks, 

refractory bricks, tiles, stoneware or porcelain. 

 

6. Chemical industry (Projects not included in Annex I) 

(a) Treatment of intermediate products and production of chemicals; 

(b) Production of pesticides and pharmaceutical products, paint and varnishes, 

elastomers and peroxides; 

(c) Storage facilities for petroleum, petrochemical and chemical products. 

 

7. Food industry 

(a) Manufacture of vegetable and animal oils and fats; 

(b) Packing and canning of animal and vegetable products; 

(c) Manufacture of dairy products; 

(d) Brewing and malting; 

(e) Confectionery and syrup manufacture; 

(f) Installations for the slaughter of animals; 

(g) Industrial starch manufacturing installations; 

(h) Fish-meal and fish-oil factories; 

(i) Sugar factories. 

 

8. Textile, leather, wood and paper industries 

(a) Industrial plants for the production of paper and board (projects not included in Annex 

I); 

(b) Plants for the pre-treatment (operations such as washing, bleaching, mercerization) or 

dyeing of fibres or textiles; 

(c) Plants for the tanning of hides and skins; 
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(d) Cellulose-processing and production installations. 

 

9. Rubber industry - Manufacture and treatment of elastomer-based products. 

 

10. Infrastructure projects 

(a) Industrial estate development projects; 

(b) Urban development projects, including the construction of shopping centres and car 

parks; 

(c) Construction of railways and intermodal trans-shipment facilities, and of intermodal 

terminals (projects not included in Annex I); 

(d) Construction of airfields (projects not included in Annex I); 

(e) Construction of roads, harbours and port installations, including fishing harbours 

(projects not included in Annex I); 

(f) Inland-waterway construction not included in Annex I, canalisation and flood-relief 

works; 

(g) Dams and other installations designed to hold water or store it on a long-term basis 

(projects not included in Annex I); 

(h) Tramways, elevated and underground railways, suspended lines or similar lines of a 

particular type, used exclusively or mainly for passenger transport; 

(i) Oil and gas pipeline installations (projects not included in Annex I); 

(j) Installations of long-distance aqueducts; 

(k) Coastal work to combat erosion and maritime works capable of altering the coast 

through the construction, for example, of dykes, moles, jetties and other sea defence 

works, excluding the maintenance and reconstruction of such works; 

(l) Groundwater abstraction and artificial groundwater recharge schemes not included in 

Annex I; 

(m) Works for the transfer of water resources between river basins not included in Annex 

I. 

 

11. Other projects 

(a) Permanent racing and test tracks for motorised vehicles; 

(b) Installations for the disposal of waste (projects not included in Annex I); 

(c) Waste-water treatment plants (projects not included in Annex I); 

(d) Sludge-deposition sites; 

(e) Storage of scrap iron, including scrap vehicles; 

(f) Test benches for engines, turbines or reactors; 

(g) Installations for the manufacture of artificial mineral fibres; 

(h) Installations for the recovery or destruction of explosive substances; 

(i) Knackers' yards. 

 

12. Tourism and leisure 

(a) Ski-runs, ski-lifts and cable-cars and associated developments; 

(b) Marinas; 

(c) Holiday villages and hotel complexes outside urban areas and associated 

developments; 

(d) Permanent camp sites and caravan sites; 
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(e) Theme parks. 

 

13. Any change or extension of projects listed in Annex I or Annex II, already authorised, 

executed or in the process of being executed, which may have significant adverse effects 

on the environment; Projects in Annex I, undertaken exclusively or mainly for the 

development and testing of new methods or products and not used for more than two years. 

 

 


